Line-of-Sight

Technical Working Group
Summary of the US Army ERDC-TEC sponsored 

Line of Sight Technical Working Group Spring Meeting 

18 April 2004

The meeting began at 0830 in Room 208 of the Nashville Convention Center during the American Congress on Surveying and mapping Conference

Attendees of the meeting represented the Army, Navy, Air Force, NGA, the UK Army and Commercial firms.

After welcoming everyone to the meeting Ray Caputo gave the group background information on the LOS TWG, the goals of the group, the charter & mission statement and the LOS web page (http://www.tec.army.mil/research/programs/LOS).

Danny Champion of TRAC-WSMR spoke about the continuing creation of the “LOS Compendium”  (This document has been established to identify LOS algorithms that are currently being used, determine which should be established as a standard for comparison purposes, educate users about how the different algorithms differ from each other and their appropriate uses).  (http://www.tec.army.mil/operations/programs/LOS/LOS%20Compendium.doc)

The “Scope of the LOS TWG and the definition of Line of Sight” were presented by Lou Fatale of TEC.  

(http://www.tec.army.mil/operations/programs/LOS/LOS_TWG_Scope_Outline.doc)

Randy Swanson of TEC then presented a brief on “TEC’S data sets and LOS Test Kit” which is a standard dataset made from ground truth data that was created to test LOS algorithms.  

Lou Fatale presented a study of “SRTM data being evaluated by using LOS”.  

After a lunch break the group resumed the meeting with Danny Champion speaking about “Prediction Standard of using one or more algorithms for reference
data and process” 

Followed by a brief on “Predicted Line of Sight” by Eddie Landry of CSC, which ended the presentation portion of the agenda.  

After a half hour “meeting wrap up” discussion, Wayne Hanson of HQ Air Force Flight Standards Agency at Andrews Air Force Base presented to the group some of the work he is involved in for radar coverage LOS for air traffic controllers which was appreciated as he was not on the agenda or even a member of the LOS TWG before the meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned after Wayne spoke to the group.  

A few members of the LOS TWG Technical Subgroup stayed to talk after the meeting.  

All presentation and meeting information that can be posted to the Line of Sight Technical 

Working Groups web page on the Topographic Engineering Centers website will be posted by the first week of May 2004
Tentative Summer 2004 meeting agenda topics

· Welcome, Introduction

· Compendium update

· Probability of Line of Sight in Urban terrain


· LOS Survey

· LOS work at University of Central Florida

· Toolkit for Intelligent Combat Planning and Simulation (TINCOPS) 
· LOS Survey results
· SRT2 data
· Meeting “wrap up” discussion 

· Meeting adjourned / Technical Subgroup gathering

The next Line of Sight Technical Working Group Meeting is scheduled for July 28th 2004 at the US Army Corps of Engineers Topographic Engineering Center in Alexandria, VA

Tasks assigned at the meeting:

D. Champion -
Continue to put together the LOS compendium as new entries come in

John Tate - 

Contact MapInfo and Intergraph for input to LOS compendium

R. Caputo-

* Update LOS web page by posting Spring meeting briefs

* Post latest LOS compendium to LOS web page

* Re-contact Bentley Systems LOS compendium
For more information contact Line of Sight Technical Working Group Chairperson:

Ray Caputo/CEERD-TO-G/703-428-6784

                                                    
raymond.g.caputo@erdc.usace.army.mil






