Line-of-Sight

Technical Working Group
Summary of the US Army ERDC-TEC sponsored Line of Sight Technical Working Group Meeting of 28 January 2004

The meeting began at 0830 in Conference I at the Topographic Engineering Center (TEC). 

Attending the meeting were:

Blacksten, Ric - CACI




Caputo, Ray - TEC 

Champion, Danny - TRAC-WSMR



Collins, Mike - TEC

Fatale, Lou - TEC





Franklin, Dr. Wm. Randolph - RPI Gillotte, Stephen - NG-IT/TASC



Humphreys, David-U of Connecticut


Johnson, Dr. Rich - Booz Allen Hamilton (NIMA)

Maune, David - Dewberry

Melim, Peter - CACI





Mills, Carl – NGA

Nagle, Joyce – CRREL




Pfister, Cloyd "Mike"

Scoffield, Gary - ESRI 




Stoltz, Vern – TEC

Swanson, Randy – TEC








    Tate, Major John - Royal School of Military Survey UK 
Wright, Dr. Edward - IET, Inc.

After welcoming everyone to the meeting Ray Caputo gave the group background information on the LOS TWG, the goals of the group, the upcoming LOS Workshop held in conjunction with the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping Conference April 16-21, 2004 in Nashville, Tennessee and the LOS web page (http://www.tec.army.mil/research/programs/LOS/index.htm).

Randy Swanson of TEC briefed the group on the “ground truth” data sets TEC has collected 

.

Vern Stoltz of TEC then spoke of “Visibility Algorithms in Digital Topographic Support System (DTSS) ”.

Up next Dr. Wm. Randolph Franklin from the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute spoke on his “Automated Observer Siting on Terrain, showing Intervisibility” brief. 

A last minute cancellation due to the weather caused us to not hear Eddie Landry of CSC talk about Predicted Line of Sight.  Ed Wright of IET was able to speak about his “Probabilistic Line of Sight (PLOS)” project.  Eddie Landry is slated to give his brief at the Spring 2004 LOS TWG in Nashville on April 18th.

After lunch we returned to hear MAJ John Tate of the Royal School of Military Survey UK speak about “Investigations into: The short range spatial autocorrelation of error in DTED and of the feasibility of using probabilistic viewsheds for line of sight analysis in a military context”.
H. Ric Blacksten and Pete Melim of CACI Inc. briefed about “JWARS Terrain Masking Methodology: Surface-Surface, Air-Surface, Surface-Air” and then Ray Caputo spoke in detail about the “Spring LOS TWG Meeting“

The meeting was adjourned; the Technical Sub-group (TS-g) met and discussed the day’s events in more detail.

On Thursday a small group met and began work on the LOS compendium see http://www.tec.army.mil/operations/programs/LOS/LOS%20Compendium.doc for what we have so far and please submit more information to Danny Champion at danny.c.champion@us.army.mil if you can.

All presentation and meeting information that can be posted to the Line of Sight Technical Working Groups web page on the Topographic Engineering Centers website will be posted by the first week of February 2004
Tentative spring meeting agenda

· Welcome, Introduction

· Predicted Line of Sight

· LOS TWG scope


· LOS Compendium 
· Using one or more algorithms for reference data 

· TEC “ground truth” data sets and LOS Test Kit

· Urban LOS

· SRTM data Evaluation using LOS    


· Meeting “wrap up” discussion 

· Meeting adjourned / Technical Subgroup gathering

The next Line of Sight Technical Working Group Meeting is scheduled for Sunday 18 April 2004 at the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping Annual Conference and Technology Exhibition.  Location: Nashville Convention Center Nashville, Tennessee.  To attend the LOS TWG meeting you do not need to be registered for the ACSM Conference.
Tasks assigned at the meeting:

D. Champion -
Continue to put together the LOS compendium 

John Tate - 

Contact MapInfo and Intergraph for input to LOS compendium

R. Caputo-

* Update LOS web page by posting Winter meeting briefs

* Post draft LOS compendium to LOS web page

* Contact Bentley Systems, ESRI, Dr. Guth and ERDAS for input to LOS        compendium
For more information contact Line of Sight Technical Working Group Chairperson:

Ray Caputo/CEERD-TS-G/703-428-6784

                                                    
raymond.g.caputo@erdc.usace.army.mil






